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HOUSE OF YODER HOSTS
NATIONAL YODER REUNION

MUSIC ENSEMBLE DIRECTED BY LOWELL BENDER
The following Report on the National Yoder Reunion
October 19- 22, 2007 was prepared by Don Honeywell -
honeyhivel@juno.com, (Melchior Yoder line Coordinator)

The Garrett County YODERs are mainly Amish and
Mennonite and the attendees were largely of the Amish and
Mennonite branches of the greater YODER family. About 200
attended coming from New York City to California, London,
Ontario, Canada to Florida, and most parts in between.

Thursday evening was a Get Acquainted Reception at the
headquarters motel which featured refreshments and
country/gospel/mountain singing entertainment by the Windy
Ridge Singers, a group of four playing banjo, violin, guitar, bass
fiddle, and mandolin. They also threw in some Yoder-style yodeling
and story telling. William A. Yoder, of the Melchior line, played his
harmonica.

Friday morning was cold and wet. The morning program
was held in a large tent near the Yoder House at the Spruce Village
Artisan Center. It had good group singing and included a local
trapper, an appearance by George Washington, history and
dedication of the Yoder House, and ended with singing of the
Lord's Prayer. Here is a quotation from part of the dedication
service:

"Today, we, the generations that follow, give thanks to you,
O God, for your sustaining grace and providence, in ways beyond our
understanding. In this moment of dedication, The Yoder House
declares your faithfulness, and your goodness through generations
past, and to generations yet to come. Now we stand together, with
thanksgiving, as we dedicate The Yoder House to you, Oh God, to
your service, and your Glory, Amen."

The Yoder House is modeled after a Swiss house of circa
1750; it is now complete and contains over 100 tons of natural
stone. From it's inception, it has taken 15 years to reach this point
of completion. The house contains a huge walk-in fireplace, arched
root cellar, and is furnished with items that would have been found
in a typical Swiss home of the 1700s. The workmanship that went
into building this house is truly wonderful.

After the dedication was over, we found ourselves very
chilled and wandered directly into Penn Alps for lunch and hot
drinks. It was much warmer and drier inside. After warming up at
lunch, we wandered a bit among the artisan shops observing
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THE DNA RESULTS--
WHAT ARE THEY TELLING US?
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Hans Yoder, Menn. {YB) X[ 15[10] x| x| x|38] x|27 %12 X
Conrad Yoder {Con) x| 15[10] x| x| x|38] x|27 x| 12 X
Melchior Yoder b, 1735 *|15[10] x| x| x[? %| 27 x| 12 X
Amish Progen (YR) x| 16[10] x| x| x[38] x|27 x| 12 %

By triangulating the results from descendants of at least
two sons of each 18™ century Yoder immigrant, we have been able
to see what the actual Y-DNA profile was for the immigrant
himself. This chart summarizes these families. We see that there is
a 67 marker exact match between Adam Yoder (father of Oley
Yost and Hans), Hans of Great Swamp of the Mennonite Yoder
line, and Conrad Yoder of North Carolina. For the line of Melchior
Yoder, we have one question mark at marker “CDYb” and are in
process of upgrading one of our testees to allow us to eliminate the
question mark—either Melchior will match the “38” value of the
other lines, or he will have a “37” value as appeared in one of his
descendants (odds say he’s a “38”).

(Full current details for the Yoder Project can be seen at:
http://www.yodernewsletter.org/DNA %20Summary.htm )
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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HANS® YODER’S MILL

WHITE LINE LESHER DUG HIS DITCH

(AEREAL PHOTO BY RICHARD H. YODER)

Hans Yoder (OH1) (c1700-1779) had a falling out with his
neighbor and former son-in-law John Lesher. This story was given
in Dr. Peter Bertolet’s “Fragments of the Past”. Bertolet was a
grandson of Mary Yoder Bertolet (OY12).

“Mr. Lesher was proprietor of the Oley Forge and owner
of much real estate in this vicinity. He got at variance with his
neighbor, Hance Yoder, who owned the Griesemer’s Mill property,
just situated between the two points in this stream. In order to
satiate his vengeance upon the poor miller, Mr. Lesher resolved to
set his mill dry, by running the Mantawny down past the mill, in an
artificial channel upon his own property, a considerable distance
from the mill. In truth he did carry out this

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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The Yoder Newsletter- Founded 1983 by
Ben F Yoder (1913-1992), Chris Yoder & Rachel Kreider

Chris Yoder, Editor, Saugatuck, MI; John W. Yoder, Circulation

Manager, Middlebury, IN; Rachel Kreider, Senior Contributing

Editor, Goshen, IN; Esther E. Yoder, Mail Manager, Goshen, IN;

Donald Kauffman, YNL Webmaster, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.

Other Contributors: Richard H. Yoder, Bechtelsville, PA; Hubert

A. Yoder, Charlotte, NC; Dr. Don Yoder, Devon, PA; Neal D.

Wilfong, Cleveland, NC.
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SEND YNL CORRESPONDENCE:

- FOR CIRCULATION ISSUES ONLY such as new or
renewed subscriptions, changes of address, orders for back issues
to: Yoder Newsletter, P.O. Box 594, Goshen, IN 46527-0594.

- ALL OTHER CORRESPONDENCE- Dealing with ancestral
queries or contributions for future YNLs or archives (such as
reunion notices, letters to the Editor, copies of Bible records or
other historical information) to: Chris Yoder, 551 S. Maple St.,
Saugatuck, MI 49453 or email at cyoder@tds.net .

YNL PRICE INFORMATION (Price unchanged since 1983!)
-Annual YNL subscription (published Apr. and Oct.) for $3.
-BACK ISSUES of the YNL are $1 per issue.

Visit: http://www.vodernewsletter.org/subscrib.html for mail-in

subscription form.
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YODER DATA ON DISK. Included back issues of YNL text,
census and county records, family group data and pictures and
scanned images. The price for our “Yoder Data on Disk” is $10
(postage included). Send to YNL address in Goshen. (Most of this
info is also available free at the YNL Homepage).
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DVDs from National Reunion
The 2006 National Yoder Reunion was captured on camera,

and copies can be ordered from: Bradley Maust, 1300 Oakdale Rd,
Salisbury, PA 15558, email: emaust@yahoo.com , phone 814-662-
2866. All events on 4 DVDs= $45; or individual sessions on separate
DVDs for $10 each. Sessions include:

Thursday Evening - Registration & “Get Acquainted” Reception

Friday Morning- Program at Yoder House
Friday afternoon- Public Sale of Yoder Artifacts
Friday Evening- Banquet and Chris Yoder Talk on Yoder Origins,
American Immigrant Lines, and DNA Project Findings
Saturday Bus Tour- Historic Sites, Grantsville Md to Berlin, Pa
Saturday Evening-Talk- Joders in Switzerland by Virgil Yoder
Sunday - Church Service -Yoder House, Nate Yoder Speaker
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Paton Yoder Article Featured in “Pa.
Mennonite Heritage”

Thanks to Don Reed for pointing out an excellent article by Paton
Yoder in the Oct. 2006 Pa. Menn. Heritage, entitled “Jacob,
Samuel, and Jonathan Yoder: From Old Order Amish to Amish

Mennonite”. Contact: Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society,
2215 Millstream Road, Lancaster, PA 17602-1499
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NEW JAMES D. YODER BOOK

Visit James D. Yoder’s webpage at www.Yoderbooksk.com to
review his latest historical novel, “Mudball Sam,” set in Oklahoma
during the land rush. The book tells the story of a Quaker mother
and her son and daughter who were abandoned by a sick father
and husband on the prairies in the 1890’s, 12-year-old SamYoder
must take the lead in the family. It is a story of faith and survival.

The books can be ordered directly from www.Yoderbooks.com
email: James@yoderbooks.com
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

I have good news to report. We have been searching for the
Yoder cemetery since 1983 and thank Dottie Shannon of
Farmington, Mo. for locating it. Peter Yoder (Con15) (1805-c1870)
was a grandson of N.C. Conrad Yoder and his 1* wife Catherine
Cline. Peter Yoder and his 1°' wife Rachel Hahn moved to
Farmington, Mo. In 1850. Peter deeded 1/3 acre for a cemetery on
his farm, which is the Martin Redmond farm today (on the
outskirts of Farmington). The cemetery is grown up in weeds and
trees, and is a favorite place for the cattle because of the shade. The
cattle have knocked stones over and trampled on them until some
got buried. So we want to get a fence around the cemetery to keep
the cattle out and probe for tombstones and set them upright, and
do whatever needs to be done. Have had several “work days”
cleaning things up and hope to raise some funds for fence and
marker. Contributions welcome. - Sincerely Edwin Sr. & June

Yoder, Bonne Terre, Mo.
ER R R R R R R R S R R R R R R R R R R R R R S R R R O

WHO WAS P. A. YODER?

This postcard is marked “P.A. Yoder General Mdse. Store”. Mr. &
Mrs. Yoder may be on porch. Sign post at bottom says, Kellerville,
Dimmsville 4mi, Millerstown 12 mi. circa 1904-1918
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YODERS OF ALLEN CO., IND.

The Yoders of Allen County, Ind., started in 1971, data collected
through 1975, rested on my shelves for 30 years, is now completed
and ready for distribution. It begins with Christian Joder/Barbara
Schott (1787/1794) of Alsace. Seven of their eleven children
emigrated to the U.S. in the mid-1800's and settled (at least for a
time) in Allen County, Ind..

The book has 91 pages of text and 21 pages of
photographs. There are four chapters and three appendices:

Chapter 1: The Yoder Name
Chapter 2: European History of the Allen County Mennonites
Chapter 3: Migration and Settlement in America
Chapter 4. The Yoder Family of Allen County, Indiana
Appendix A: The Yoder Settlement in Stuttgart, Arkansas
Appendix B: Joe and Leah Conrad Wedding
Appendix C: America in the Years 1820-1860

The book includes a brief genealogy of the 11 children of Christian
Yoder/Barbara Schott and a detailed genealogy of their Sth child,
Joseph. Joseph married Katharina Roth and they had 9 children
including my grandfather, Christian. The book includes
photographs of 8 of the 9 children of Joseph and Katy and as many
of the 61 grandchildren as we could find.

The book cost $27 to print (photos are picture quality),
and the sale price is also $27 plus $2.50 for mailing. Order from:
Levon Yoder, 2499 Sword Highway, Adrian, Mi., 49221
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Thanks to Bob Crowl for sharing Howard Harrison Yoder
(M2146) Family. Fm left: Earl, Luella holding Leah, Howard,
Mary (Howard (1871- 1934) was a son of John Longacre Yoder)
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THE MEANING OF
HAPLOGROUP “I1¢”

-by Gary Yordy

Editor Note: A “Haplogroup” is an ancient tribal branch of
mankind. The DNA Profile for the Swiss Yoders and the American
immigrant Yoder shows we are haplogroup “I1c¢”. Thanks to Gary
for explaining the history of our branch of humans.

About 80,000 BCE, our ancestor left eastern Africa,
crossing the southern Red Sea and arriving in Yemen. Over
millennia, our ancestors made their way north along the west coast
of the Red Sea, eventually arriving in the Middle East. Our
ancestor then left the middle east and
migrated to Europe during the Upper Paleolithic (40,000 BCE to
11,000 BCE). About 28,000 BCE, the I Haplotype Ancestor
branched in Europe. He became part of the Aurignacian Culture,
and later, the Gravettian and Magdalenian Cultures.

Our Ilc ancestor is believed to have branched during the
late Upper Paleolithic (18,000 BCE - 14,000 BCE) in northern
France, before the last glacial maximum. After spending the last
glacial maximum in southern France avoiding the glaciation to the
north, they returned north following the reindeer herds.

How did our ancestors get from northern France to
Switzerland? 1 think two general possibilities exist. Our ancestor
either 1) disseminated eastward through Europe before or during
the Neolithic period, arriving in Switzerland some 3500 years ago
and settling along the shores of Lake Neuchatel; Or, 2) our
ancestor continued north to Scandinavia during the Neolithic
(9,000 BCE- 3,000 BCE). From there, descendants moved into
northern and central Germany, and much later (around 260 CE)
as members of the Alemennian tribe, invaded northern
Switzerland settling in the valleys between the Alps and Jura
mountain ranges. Either scenario is plausible.

I know this is, at best, speculative. But it is grounded in
my understanding of human migration based on YDNA and
mitochondrial DNA studies, anthropological research,
paleontology, and archeology. Of course, we will never be able to
prove any of it. But somehow, visualizing my ancestor dressed in
skins, carrying a knife, bow and arrows (very much resembling
“Otzi” ,the ice man of the Alps), and living in a Swiss Valley some
5000 years ago (at the same time as the pyramids of Egypt were

being built and some 1800 years before Moses received the Ten
Commandments on Sinai) gives me some sense of perspective on
my heritage. Put another way ... when I think that on the day
Jesus was born, my direct ancestor was likely a pagan, living with
his small family in a stone and sod house and using primitive tools
to farm a small plot of land on the Swiss plateau, somehow
connects me with history, my heritage, and my faith.
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DNA RESULTS - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The statistical chart provide by the Family Tree test lab
which is provided below shows the probability for the number of
generations to the “Most Recent Common Ancestor (MRCA)”. In
other words, for Conrad, Hans of Great Swamp, and the Oley line,
there is a 95% probability that the MCRA is no more that 6
generations before the immigrants, and a 50% chance it’s no more
than two generation above them. This may well also be true for
Melchior, as we’ll see when the second test comes back on the
CDYb marker.

Matching 50% probability |[90% probability |[95% probability

markers |[that the MRCA |that the MRCA (that the MRCA
Chart as no longer as no longer as no longer
by than this number (than this number |{than this number
Family of generations of generations of generations
Tree

l66 of 67 |4 I8 9

67 of 67 |2 |l4 l6

The Amish line has an established one digit pre-
immigrant mutation at marker “19” (based on the chart- it means
a 50% probability of a MRCA no more than 4 generations before).
We’ll analyze this mutation and how it fits with the Steffisburg
Yoders in the Oct. 2007 issue of the YNL.

Last issue presented the 67 marker profile of our Yoder
Most Recent Common Ancestor. We showed a “?” for marker
number “481”. We now know the value for this marker is a “27”.

NEED YOUR HELP to fund selected DNA tests.
http://www.familytreedna.com/contribution.html or by mail
to “The YODER PROJECT”: Family Tree DNA, 1919
North Loop West, Suite 110 Houston, Texas 77008. (See
offer below for contributors of $100 or more).

LAST HARDCOPIES BOUND YNL 1-25!

We will donate the last remaining hardcopies of the
bound and indexed Yoder Newsletter Issues 1-25 as a
premium for donations to the DNA Fund. If you donate $100
or more to this effort, you can receive one of these last copies
(until they are gone). Chris Yoder will be glad to inscribe
these on request. Exciting tests now underway to determine:

--Relationship of Catholic Joders of Hecken France
-Possible descendants of Abraham Yoder OH135
-Was Jacob Yoder b. 1783 of Lewisburg, Pa YR1272?
-Pinnaint the &7 Marker nrafile far Melchiar Yader
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YNL LOANS YODER ITEMS

The YNL has loaned two items for display at the Yoder House. The
first is a life-size photo portrait of Congressman Samuel S. Yoder
(YR233317), Representative from Ohio (1887-1891) and Sgt at
Arms of the US House of Representatives 1891-93. d. May 11, 1921
(See YNL 8 for biography). The second is a hand colored fractur
for Benjamin Yoder (OH14561) b. 1839, son of Gideon Yoder who
m. 9/13/1838 Anna Haines.

E




NATIONAL REUNION -CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
their skills and wares. In one of the little shops, we watched and
heard Gary Yoder who is a world-renowned bird carver. One of
his carvings was offered at the auction which was held that
afternoon along with fabulous hand-sewn quilts, paintings, wood
working, and photographs - all done by talented YODERs who
donated items to the auction for the benefit of the Yoder House
endowment.

Friday evening was the banquet at the Salisbury, PA Fire
Hall. Salisbury is a small town about 8 miles north of Grantsville.
The fire hall probably doubles as a community center and a center
of social life, as in many small towns. The buffet meal consisted of
turkey, roast beef, soup, numerous vegetables, capped by home
made pies and ice cream. If anyone went hungry, it was their own
fault. The program was punctuated by several religious songs and
hymns by the A'Cappella Ensemble. Chris Yoder, editor of the
Yoder Newsletter, presented a very interesting overview of the 8
separate YODER lines in America and their origins. This was
followed by a description of the YODER DNA project which is
indicating that nearly all Yoders (no matter how they spell the
name) have a common heritage from Alsace, Germany and
Switzerland.

The banquet tables contained this small card:

"St. Theodore (Joder) became the first bishop of what is

now Switzerland. He was very successful. Miracles are attributed to

him. He was later granted sainthood. Switzerland still lists August 16

and Austria 14 as Saint Joder's day. The Greek meaning of the name

Theodore is "gift from God."

We began the Saturday bus tour (3 tour buses) at
approximately 8:30. Our first site of interest was Little Meadows at
the foot of Meadow Mountain where General George Washington
encamped with his troops prior to the American Revolution. Scores
of YODER sites were pointed out as we progressed. We visited a
number of them including old farms, cemeteries and an Old Order
Amish Church which is still in use. The bishop who greeted us was
about 70 with a characteristic full Amish beard. He told about his
congregation, Amish practices and, with his wife, sang a hymn in
German for us. There were no electric lights in the church which
made it rather dreary despite several good sized windows. Heat
was by 2 coal stoves. The pews were all hand-made, very plain and
relatively small. While in this vicinity we saw several Amish
buggies on the roads. We also drove past a site where the Amish
community was holding an auction to benefit a Yoder family who
had incurred terrible health care costs due to having to have rabies
shots for the entire family. There were scores of Amish families in
attendance, some coming from Lancaster County, PA, and as far
away as Ohio. One of the Yoder tour buses "passed the hat" and
collected over $311 to contribute to the medical fund. We also
drove past several Amish schools which complete education with
the 8th grade. We ate lunch in Berlin, PA at the VFW Hall. We
also stopped at the 9/11 United Airlines Flight 93 National
Memorial at Shanksville, PA.

On Saturday evening we attended a presentation at the
Maple Glen Mennonite Church given by Virgil YODER on
Anabaptist Yost YODER of Steffisburg, Switzerland. This would
be a very informative program for YODERSs of the Anabaptist lines
interested in YODER history in Switzerland. Virgil had some
excellent photographs that he had taken on his several trips to the
area.

On Sunday morning we attended a packed Mennonite
worship service at the Yoder House. These folks are terrific
singers, and it is all done in parts without accompaniment. The
music sheets contained shape notes. We did several verses in
German. Paul YODER moderated the meeting, David YODER
directed the singing and Nate YODER delivered a fine message
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based on Nehemiah 9 entitled 'Making God's History Your
History'.

Each event honored God for His faithfulness over many
generations. We left Grantsville around 12:00 p.m. The ride back
home was beautiful with the Lord's handiwork on all the hillsides.
The bright blue sky and warm sunshine added to the pleasure of
the trip. We arrived home about 4 p.m. Sunday afternoon. ---All
best wishes in Christ, Don Honeywell, Cub Hill, Baltimore County,
Maryland.

The PowerPoint charts and script for the presentation by Chris
Yoder and a full set of Photos from the Reunion (including many
contributed by Michelle and Matt Zook. of Allensville, Pa and

another set from Kenneth Yoder) can be seen at:
http://www.yodernewsletter.org/famas.html

OLEY PRES. JOE YODER - PA DUTCH CHRISTMAS

COOK STOVE OF DAVID Y YODER (YR26119)

NEW STONE FOR HENRY YODER AND WIFE (YR261)



