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ABNER YODER (1 814-1883):
Amish Bishop and Fraktur Penman

by Davld Luthy

AOn"r Yoder was born March 28, 1814 in the
now extioct Amish settlement known as "the

Glades" near Berli.n in Somerset County, Penn-
sylvania. He was the eleventh of thirteen children
born to John and Barbara (Yoder) Yoder and the
&ra uds.9n of 9ome rset Coun ty' I fjrslre,side ol
Amish bishop, "Schweitzer" Christian Yoder
(1728-f816). I Abner married Veronica Schrock
in 1840. A famlly of twelve children (six sons and
six daughters) was born to them. In I843 he was
ordained a minister. Five years later in 1848 he
became the settlement's third and final bishop,
moving in I866 to a farm near Sharon Center,
Johnson County, Iowa in the heart of the Amish
seftlement which had been founded twentv vears
earlier.

( c o n t i n u e  t o  A b n e r  o '  4 , L * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * l

THE YODERS OF THE CONFEDERACY

The War Between the States was the most painful
period of Arnerican History. I t  was a t ime when
Lrother met brother on the batt le f ields to decide
the fate of the Union. our farni ly was not spared
this tragedy. From the records of the National
erchives, we have prepared an index of al1
Yoders/Yothers who served in the Arny of the
confederacy. As with their northern counterparts,
many of these individuals did not survive the
c o n f l i c t .

SANFORD CALV IN  YODER

A  c o w b o y  a s  a  p r e s i d e n t ?  Y e s ,  a n d  a  r e a l  h o m e -
s t e a d e r  t o o .  S .  C .  Y o d e r  v a s  a l s o  a  t e a c h e r ,  p r e a c h e r

a n d  w r i t e r .

H e  w a s  b o r n ,  v i t t r  h i s  t w i n  b r o t h e r  S a m u e l ,  D e c e m b e r

5 ,  1 8 9 7  t o  C h r i s t i a n  S .  a n d  A n n a  S v a r t z e n d r u b e r  Y o d e r

o n  a  f a r m  s o u t h w e s t  o f  I o w a  C i t y ,  I A .  T h i s  r r a s  a n i d

t h e  r i c h e s !  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e  f a r m i n g  a r e a  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,

H i s  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  S t e p h e n  D .  Y o d e r  a n d  M a g d a l e n a  Y o d e r

w e r e  t h i r d  c o u s i n s  d e s c e n d i n g  f r o n  t h e  i m m i g r a n L  o f

1 . 7 4 2 ,  C } , r i s t i a n  Y o d e r .

H e  a n d  h i s  t w i n ,  S a m ,  l e d  a  b u s y  a n d  a d v e n t e r o u s
I i f e .  T h e i r  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  F r e d e r i c h  S v a r t z e n d r u b e r
w a s  a n  e n t e r p r i s i n g  A m i s h m a n  a l e r t  t o  t h e  n e w  f a r m
m a c h i n e r y  a n d  s t e a m  e n g i n e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w h j . c h  p r o v e d

a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  b o y s '  e a r l y  l i f e  e x p e r l e n c e s .
A t  a n  e a r l y  a g e  t h e  b o y s  b e c a m e  o p e r a t o r s  o f  t h e i r
f a t h e r ' s  s t e a m  e n g i n e  a n d  s p e n t  m a n y  h a r d  d a y s  w o r k -
i n g  a t  t h r e s h i n g  t h e  w h e a t  f i e l d s .  D u r i n g  1 8 9 7  S a m
d e v e l o p e d  p n e u m o n i a  w h i c h  l e d  t o  h i s  d e a t h  o n  t h e
l B t h  o f  M a r c h ,  1 8 9 8 .

D u r i n g  h i s  h i g h  s c h o o l  d a y s  S a n f o r d  m e t  E m m a
S t u t s m a n ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  E .  C .  S t u t s m a n  o f  S h a r o n  C e n _
t e r  I A .  T h e y  w e r e  m a r r i e d  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 0 3  a n d
s h e  s h a r e d  h i s  a d v e n t u r e s  a n d  s u s t a i n e d  w i t h  h i m
t h e i r  e a r l y  p i o n e e r  1 i f e .  T h e y  v e r e  b l e s s e d  w i t h  a
s o n  a n d  t w o  d a u g h t e r s ,  M y r o n  S .  y o d e r  a n d  A n n a
M a r g u e r i t e  Y o d e r  a n d  E t t a  L a V e r n e  y o d e r .

A f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l  h e  t . a u g h t
t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  J o h n s o n  C o u n t y  f A .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d
h e  w a s  e l e c t e d  a s  D e m o c r a t i c  d e l e g a t e  t O  c o u n t y l
d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  s t a t e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n v e n t j . o n s .  l a L e r ,
a f t e r  m o v i n g  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  s t a t e ,  h e  w a s  o f f e r e d  t o
r e t u r n  t o  f o w a  r , r i t h  a  p r o m i s e  o f  a  s t a t e  p o l i t i c a l
o f f i c e ,  b u t  h e  r e f u s e d  s i n c e  h i s  m o v e  t o  t h e  W e s t
p r o v e d  a  g r e a t e r  c h a l l e n g e .

T h e y  h o m e s t e a d e d  i n  t h e  C o l u m b u s  F l a t  r e q i o n ,  a
d e s e r t  a r e a ,  w h i c h  t o d a y  f l o u r i s h e s  t h r o u g h  i r r i -
g a t i o n  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  b y  t h e  G r a n d  C o u l e e  D a m .  H e

( c o n t i n u e  t o  S C Y  p a g e  3 )
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FROM THE EDTTORS LETTERS FROM READERS

Ben F .  yoder ,  Goshen rN. ,  Manas ins  Ed i to r  1 f i5 " " i i "? t ; l ' : :  t f , : "$ f f i ' f f in t  
tha t  jus t  missed

C h r i s  Y o d e r ,  S a u d i  L r a b i a ,  H i s t o r i c a l  E d i t o r  
v r r v  t s 4

R a c h e l  K r e i d e r ,  G o s h e n  I N  C o n t r i b u t i n g  E d i t o r  
T h e  5 7 t h  C .  J .  y o d e r  f a n i l y  r e u n i o n  w a s  h e l d  a t* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

c h r i s  a n d  f a m i l y  w i l l  b e  i n  s a u d i  A r a b i a  u n t i l  t h e  
t h e  o a k  G r o v e  M e n n o n i t e  c h u r c h  f e l l o w s h i p  h a l 1

e n d  o f  t h i s  y e a r .  A 1 l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e g a r d i n g  
n e a r  S m i t h v i l l e '  o h i o  o n  J u l y  1 0 '  1 9 8 8 '  A  s k i t

h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  g e n e a l o g i c a l  d a t a  s h o u l d  b e  s e n t  t o  
e n t i t l e d  " T h e  B e e  c h r i s t  G e t  r o g e t h e r '  l B B B " w a s
+ h 6  n > i n  n : r + -  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .  A l s o  p r e s e n t e d

h i m :  c H R r s  Y o D E R ,  u s  R E P  J E C O R ( C E N P R O ) ,  B O X  3 3 ,  
" i - r i r . - r . i i i o . ,  * u "  p u R E  H o N E y ,  T H E  C H R T S T T A N  J

**** I3?l-"3il3'i:;"31'il:."1?:n:':"3:-":3:::" ?:'i:"-
I M N ' O R T A N T  N O T I C E  !  !  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  h i m  a L  2 5 9  L a k e  D r i v e ,  D a l t o n

O H  4 4 6 1 8 .  ( f o r  a  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  C  J

r f  y o u  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a n  a d d r e s s e d  e n v e l o p e  a l o n g  Y o D E R  f a m i l y '  s e e  H e l e n  w a d e ' s  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e

w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e  i t  m e a n s  t h a t  y o u R  s u B s c R r p r r o N  H A S  Y o d e r  N e w s l e t t e r ,  r s s u e  # 5 '  A p r i l  1 9 8 5 '  p p '

E X P I R E D .  N o w  i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  r e s u b s c r i b e .  w e  a r e  7 - 2 ' )

n o w  a s k i n g  f o r  O N L Y  A  O N E - Y E A R  F O R  $ 3 . 0 0  a t  t h i s
t i m e .  w e  a l s o  p l a n  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  m o r e  B o N U s  i s s u e s  T h a n k  y o u '  R i c h a r d  J '  Y o d e r

i f  t h i n o s  c o n f . i n r l e  a s  p r e v i o u s l y .  w E  1 A N T  T o  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

HEARrr r ,y  T 'HANK ALL oF you FoR youR SUppoRr  ! ! ! !  Q-unB-1 .8s- - - - - - -Qg-E3- l -E-9- - - - - -99-83- l -E-s - - - - - - - - .
* * * r * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r  W a n t e d  n a m e s  o f  p a r e n t s  o f  E M A N U E I ,  Y O D E R ,  b .

r t  i s  h a r d  t o  h a v e  m a i l  c o m e  b a c k  s t a m p e d ' , R e t u r n  1 - 2 8 - l ' 9 0 4 ,  s p r i n g  H i 1 1 ,  u n i o n  c d t y , i o H .  L i v e d
t o  s e n d e r - A d d r e s s  u n k n o l r n , ' .  s o m e o n e  h a s  c o p i e s  c o m i n g  : : . T ? r l i l g t o n  

T w p ' ,  o H  i n  7 9 o o '  t ' l a r r i e d  s a r a '

t o  t h e m  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  d e l i v e r .  r f  a n y  o f  y o u  c a n  C r i s t  3 - 1 6 - 1 8 7 1  a n d  s h e  d i e d  1 2 - 1 7 - 1 9 1 0 '  A n s '

r e p o r t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n a m e s ,  w i t h  a d d r e s s e s ,  p r e a s e  t o 3  B a r b a r a  Y o d e r ,  4 4 9 5  A r b a  P i k e  R o a d ,  R i c h -

s o  i n f o r m  u s  i f  y o u  a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e s e  " l o s t  o n e s , , .  m o n g - - I N - 4 J 3 7 a ' - - - - -

A 1 l e n  Y o d e r - 1 1 2 1  C o l u m b i a  R d . ,  N W ,  W a s h i n g t o n  D C  2 0 0 0 9
L a u r e n  E .  Y o d e r ,  R R # 4 ,  B o x  4 8 7 r * A ,  H e n d e r s o n v i l l e  N C  2 8 7 3 9
C a r l  H .  Y o d e r ,  5 4 0 0  L e x i n g t o n  A v e .  N ,  S h o r e v i e l r  M N  5 5 1 2 6
W .  A .  Y o d e r ,  7 1 4 - 1 6  N o .  C l e v e l a n d  S t . ,  R i c h m o n d  y A  2 3 2 2 7
R o g e r  J .  Y o d e r ,  2 1 3 4  F l y i n g  H i l l s  L a n e ,  E t  C a j o n  C A  9 2 O 2 O
M r s .  J o h n  Y o d e r ,  1 8 0  S o u t h  D e a r b o r n  C i r c l e ,  A u r o r a  C O
8 0 0 1  2
M r s .  T i m  P a r k e r ,  P .  O .  B o x  3 0 4 ,  B r o w n s v i l l e  T X  j 5 j 5 6
M r s .  c r a c e  M i 1 1 e r ,  5 / 3 3  O l i v i a ,  L a k e w o o d  C A  9 0 7 1 2 - 1 6 1 3* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The  response  f r om those  a rho  have  moved  and  remembered
s e n d  i n  t h e i r  ' , C H A N G E  O F  A D D R E S S "  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  m u c h
a p p r e c i a t e d .  I f  y o u  d o  s o  a l s o  p l e a s e  g i v e  y o u r  O L D
a d d r e s s  a n d  t h e  N E W .  W e  d o  h a v e  q u i t e  a  d u p l i c a t i o n
o f  names .  We  mus t  be  g row ing  i n  number - -maybe  someday
we  can  t ake  ove r  eve ry th i ng  !
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

A n  o d d  c o i n c i d e n c e  a p p e a r e d  v h i l e  g o i n g  o v e r  d a t a
p r e p a r i n g  a n  a r t i c l e ,  S a n f o r d  C a l v i n  Y o d e r ' s  b i r t h
d a t e  a n d  m y  m o t h e r ' s  d e a t h  d a t e  n e r e  t h e  s a m e ,  D e c e m -
b e r  5 ;  l i k e v i s e  m y  m o t h e r ' s  b i r t h  d a t e  a n d  S .  C .
Y o d e r ' s  d e a t h  d a t e  v e r e  t h e  s a m e .  T h e y  o d d l y  v e r e
b o r n  w i t h i n  t w o  m o n t h s  o f  e a c h  o t h e r  d u r i n g  1 8 7 9  a n d
1 8 8 0 .  T h e y  w e r e  b o t h  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  f m m i g r a n t
C h r i s t i a n  ( ( 1 7 0 0 - 1 7 7 5 ) .  A l s o  m y  m o t h e r  w a s  a  d e s -
c e n d a n t  o f  A n n a  Y o d e r ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  W i d o w  B a r b a r a .

A n o t h e r  o d d i t y  i s  t h a t  m y  m o t h e r ,  p a t e r n a l  g r a n d -
m o t h e r  a n d  g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r  a l l  p a s s e d  o n  o n  D e c e m -
b e r  5 .  S u c h  c o n i n c i d e n c e s  n a k e  l i f e  m o r e - - - ? ? - - .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ?

A  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e  b o o k  w a s  p u b -
l ished in 1986. rHE AUISII Jl , l  4!4F3194: se€t_19F_e!r_tF
T h a t  l a j l 5 r g ,  1 8 4 0 - 1 9 6 0 ,  w r i t t e n  a n d  c o m p i l e d  b y
D a v i d  L u t h y .  D a v i d  i s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  A m i s h  l i b -
r a r y  a n d  l i t e r a r y  m u s e u m  l o c a t e d  n e a r  A y l m e r ,  O n t .

T h e  b o o k  i s  h a r d c o v e r ,  5 5 5  p p . ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  a
c o m p l e t e  i n d e x  a n d  d e s c r i b e s  b y  e a c h  s t a t e  w h e r e
v a r i o u s  A r n i s h  c o l o n i e s  f a i l e d .  I t  g i v e s  t h e  r e a d e r
m a n y  h o u r s  o f  i n s t r u c t i v e  a n d  a d v e n t o u r o u s  r e a d i n g .
T h e  p r i c e  i s  $ 1 7 . 0 0  p p d .  a n d  c a n  b e  o r d e r e d  f r o m
T h e  P a t h w a y  B o o k s t o r e ,  R R # 4 ,  L a c r a n g e  I N  4 6 7 6 1 .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

. .  
r ' E v e r y  t h o u g h t  w h i c h  g e n i u s  a n d  p i e t y

t h r o w  i n t o  t h e  w o r 1 d ,  a l t e r s  t h e  w o r 1 d . , ,
l lme rson

I  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a ! e  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g

t o  J o h n  ( J o n a t h o n  J r )  Y o D E R ,  c i r c a  1 8 4 5 - 1 9 0 4 ,
o f  H o o v e r s v i l l e ,  S o m e r s e t  C o . ,  P A .  H i s  w i f e
( a 1 s r - " ' i ' e l '  m a i d e n  n a m e ) ,  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  G e o r g e ,
N i l l . i e  ( w i 1 1 i a m  o r  W i 1 1 u m )  ( ? )  ) ,  n a  l E d w a r d  o r

E d w i n  ( ? )  ) ,  F r a n k  E .  a n d  d a u g h t e r  A l d a .  A l s o
p o s s i b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  J o n a t h o n  S r .  a n d

t h e i r  G .  A .  R .  s e r v i c e .  R e p l y  t o  F r a n k  T .

Y o d e r  J r . ,  2 5 3 5 I  B r i a r d a l e  A v e . ,  E u c l i d  O H  4 4 j , 3 2* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
t o

A n c e s t r y / l o c a t i o n  w a n t e d  o n  A L I C E  Y O D E R  W A R D
H U R S T ,  b o r n  a b o u t  1 9 0 4 / 6  i n  T o t e d o  O H  ( o r
D e t r o i t  M I ) .  M a r r i e d  1  C h a r l e s  W a r d ,  W i d o w e d ,
M 2  H a r v e y  B u r t o n  H u r s t .  A t  o n e  t i m e  l i v e d  i n
N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .  R e p l y  t o  g r a n d d a u g h t e r :  J o

* * * * *  A n n  M a t t i n g l y ,  8 5  S u n s e t  D r i v e ,  W a t s o n v i l l e
c A  9 5 0 7 6 .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Confirnntion wanted-ANNA,JODER, b. May 7, 1964, m. Rudolf
Bohren (b.  Apr.  8,  1864).  Son Freider ick b.  at  Gr indel_
Wald Switzerland Oct. 7, 1893. Anna,s father reportedl,y
b. 1839 and d. Jan. 19, 197,^:, n3n- n.rL knor,rr ir.: family.
Was this the ANN, daughter of Frei,te.rick Joder? and Anna
Spring as recorded in Steffisbur:g records?? Also-have
been told one of our rel-ations was a fanf,us mountain guide.
Was this a Joder? please reply to: Ms. Nicky Cunningham,

]64 hk,r , ;  St . ,  Horshan, West Sussex,  Englan. j  RI I  j? 5EG.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

HOCHSTETLER -  HOSTETLER _  HOCHSTEDLER

M a n y  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s  h a v e  c o n n e c t i o n s  a s
d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  B i s h o p  , J a c o b  H o c h s t e t l e r .  T h e
r e c e n t l y  o r g a n i z e d  J a c o b  H o c h s t e t l e r  F a n i l y
A s s o .  o f f e r s  n e l r s l e t t e r s  a n d  m e m b e r s h i p  g i v i n g
i n t e r e s t i n g  h i s t o r y  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .

To  rece i ve  a  news le t t e r  and  be  a  member
s e n d  $ 5 . 0 0 .  T h i s  e n t i t l e s  y o u  t o  t h r e e
i s s u e s  f o r  1 9 8 9 .  $ 5 . 0 0  w i l l  a l s o  b u y  a l l
1 9 8 7 - 1 9 8 8  b a c k  i s s u e s  1  t o  5 .  M a i l  t o :

W i l b u r  H o s t e t l e r
1 3 2 5  G r e e n c r o f t  D r .  # 3 4 3
G o s h e n  I N  4 6 5 2 6

al * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  a l l  h a v i n g  H / H / H  c o n n e c t i o n s .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ,



(  f rom SCY page I  )
w r o t e ,  " T h e  y e a r s  v e r e  f i 1 l e d  w i t h  h a r d  w o r k  i n  t h e
h a r s h  d e s e r t ,  b u t  w a s  a l s o  k i n d  a n d  s o o t h i n g  a n d
r e s t f u l  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  o f  m o d e r n  c o m m u n i t y
l i f e  w a s  c o n c e r n e d . ' ,  H e r e  c h u r c h  l i f e  l r a s  i m p o s -
s i b l e  a n d  s i n c e  t h e r e  l r a s  n o  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e i r  s o n ,
i t  s e e m e d  l r i s e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  I o w a .

D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  o f  1 9 1 I - 1 , 9 2 4  h e  w a s  o r d a i n e d  a s
m i n i s t e r  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  p a s t o r  a t  C h a p p e l l  N E  w h e r e
h e  v a s  o r d a i n e d  a s  b i s h o p  i n  1 9 1 3 .  H e  t h e n  s e r v e d
a s  p a s t o r  a t  E a s t  U n i o n  a t  K a l o n a  I A .  D u r i n g  1 9 1 7
h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  M i s s i o n  B o a r d  a n d  s p e n t
t i m e  i n  A r g e n t i n a .  M a n y  n e w  m i s s i o n  f i e l d s  w e r e
o p e n e d  o v e r  t h e  v o r l d  a n d  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  a n d  h e
w a s  d e l e g a t e d  t o  t r a v e l  t o  m a n y  w o r l d v i d e  f 1 e l d s .

H e  a s s i s t e d  i n  f o u n d i n g  t h e  M e n n o n i t e  R e l i e f
C o r n m i t t e e  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  . I  .  I n  1 9 2 0  t h e  M e n n o -
n i t e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  a  r e l i e f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  I r a s
f o u n d e d  a n d  h e  l J a s  a  l o n q - t i m e  m e m b e r .

He-s !e_n!  lhe  pqme_1e,ars  s ,e rv ing  the  grow_th  o f
G o s h e n  C o l l e g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e a n ,  h u n g r y  L i m e s
d u r i n g  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  a n d  e a r l i e r  d e v e l o p i n g
y e a r s .  A f l e r  i t  w a s  c l o s e d  f o r  o n e  y e a r  h e  w a s
c h o s e n  t o  b e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  G o s h e n  C o l l e g e  i n  1 9 2 3
a n d  w h e r e  h e  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  p a s t o r  d u r i n g  t h e
y e a r s  t h r o u g h  1 9 4 0  f o r  t h e  C o l l e g e  M e n n o n i t e  C h u r c h .
D u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  t h e  c o l l e g e  g r e w  b o t h  i n  n u m -
b e r s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e
t o u g t r  y e a r s  o f  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  t h e  c o l l e g e  d i d  s h o w
s t u d e n t  b o d y  g r o w t h  a n d  a t t a i n e d  p r o p e r  a c c r e -
d a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e  f a c u l t y  v a s  s t r e n g t h e n e d
a n d  t h e  c o l l e g e  w a s  o n  i t s  w a y  t o  t h e  h i g h l y
r e g a r d e d  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t s  t h a t  i t  c n j o y s  t o d a y .

A s  a  t e a c h e r ,  a f t e r  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  a s  p r e s i d e n t ,
S .  C .  Y o d e r  w a s  w e l l  p r e p a r e d  t o  t e a c h  h i s  v a r i o u s
B i b l e  c l a s s e s .  H e  w a s  h j - q h l y  r e s p e c t e d  a n d  r r a s
b l e s s e d  l r i t h  a  r i c h  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r  a n d  w i s d o m .
He nas  a  common man who was a  gent leman and every -
o n e  f e l t  a t  e a s e  u n d e r  h i s  r i c h  g u i d a n c e  a n d  t e a c h -
i n g  a n d  p r o s p e r e d  u n d e r  h i s  l o v e  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u -
a  1 i  s m .

G o s h e n  C o l l e g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  S a n f o r d  C a l v i n
Y o d e r  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  d u r i n g
1  9 5 4 .

D u r i n g  J u n e ,  1 9 4 4 ,  G o s h e n  C o l l e g e  g a v e  a n  h o n o r -
a r y  t r i b u t e  t o  h i m  i n  a  b o o k l e t  r e l e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e
d i n n e r  i n  h i s  h o n o r  A n  E v e n i n q  n i t h  S a n f o r d  C a l v i n
Y o d e r .

D e g r e e s  e a r n e d  b y  S .  C .  Y o d e r  w e r e :  A .  B .  f r o m
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I o w a ;  L L .  B . ,  H a m i l t o n  C o l l e g e  o f  L a v ;
M .  A .  f r o m  W i n o n a  L a k e  S c h o o l  o f  T h e o l o g y r  B .  D .
a n d  D .  D . ,  N o r t h e r n  B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g y  S e m i n a r y r  S .  T .
D . ,  G o r d o n  D i v i n i t y  S c h o o l .

B o o k s  w r i t t e n  b y  h i m  a r e :  B r i e f  O g t i n e s  i n  B i b l e
S t u d v t  F o r  C o n s c i e n c e  S a k e ;  D o w n  S o u t h  A m e r i c a
W a y ;  P o e t r y  o f  t h e  O l d  T e s t a m e n t ;  E a s t w a r d  t o  t h e
S u n ;  H o r s e  T r a i l s  A l o n q  t h e  D e s e r t t Th inqs  Tha t
R e m a i n i  T h e  D a v s  o f  U I  Y e a r s i  I f  I  W e r e  Y o u n q
A q a i n ;  H e  G a v e  S o m e  P r o p h e t s  w h i c h  w a s  r e l e a s e d  o n
h i s  8 5 t h  b i r t h  a n n i v e r s a r y .

S .  C .  Y o d e r  h a d  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  f n t e r n a t i o n a l
M a r k  T w a i n  S o c i e t y  o f  A u t h o r s ,  t . h e  A m e r i c a n  B i b l e
S o c i e t y ,  P i  G a m m a  M u ,  P h i  A l p h a  C h i ,  a r n d  l r a s  a n
H o n o r a r y  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  M e n n o n i t e  N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n .

A t  t h e  a g e  o f  9 6  h e  p a s s e d  o n  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 7 5 .

( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  c o l u m n  1 )

The las t  paragraph o f  h is  book  The DavS o f  y I  years
i s  w o r t h  r e p e a t i n g  f o r  o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  t h o u g h t :

" T h e r e f o r e  a s  w e  l o o k  o u t  f r o m  o u r  s i t u a t i o n  o f
e a s e  a n d  c o m f o r t r  r n d /  v €  n o t  d i s d a i n  t h e  t h i n g s  b h a t
o u r  f a t h e r s  e s t e e m e d  a n d  e n d u r e d ,  n o t  l o o k  w i t h  d o n -
d e s c e n s i o n  u p o n  t h e i r  s i m p l e  f a i t h  a n d  h u m b l e  l i f e .
For  i t  nas  what  they  be l ieved about  God tha t  gar rE
d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e i r  p u r p o s e s  a n d  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  t h e i r
z e a 1 ,  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  u n c o n q u e r a b l e  w i l l ;  t h a t
g a v e  u s  o u r  h e r i t a g e  a n d  o u r  h o m e l a n d  w i t h  i t s  f r e e -
d o m s ,  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  s u b s t a n c e .  w e  c a n  d o  t h e m
n o  g r e a t e r  h o n o r ,  a n d  r e n d e r  o u r  p o s t . e r i t y  n o  g r e a t -
e r  s e r v i c e ,  t h a n  t o  e m u l a t e  t h e  f a i t h ,  t h e  l o y a l t y ,
t h e  s a c r i f i c e ,  a n d  t h e  i d e a l s  t h a t  m a d e  t h e m  t h e
p e o p l e  t h e y  w e r e .  W e  p r a y ,  o u r  h e a v e n l v  F a t h e r ,
1 e t  t h i s  b e  s o .  A m e n . "
* * * * * * * * * * + * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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CORRECTIONS TO KEN HOTTLE'S ARTICLE "CASPER YODER
O F  U P P E R  S A U C O N  l i n e  o n e  s h o u l d  r e a d :

C a s p e r  y o d e r  w a s  a  q r a n d s o n  o f  H a n s  y o d e r _ _
L ine  2  shou ld  reaa Upper -E6ucon Twp. ,Bucks

C o . ,  P A .
L i n e  5  s h o u l d  r e a d  " ( S c t r e t t )  S e l 1 . "  ( " I t  i , u

the  confus ion  be tveen two d is t inEt i - i "  - r rd  separ_
a t e  f a m i l i e s ,  w h i c h  h a s  p l a g u e d  g e n e a l o g i s t s  f o r
4 1  y e a r s ,  "  I t  h a d  a p p e a r e d  w r o n g i y  i n  a  f a m i l y
b o o k  a n d  p e r p e t u a t e d  b y  s e v e r a l - o l h e r s .  M i c h i e l
S c h e l l  w h o  d i e d  i n  1 7 7 0  i s  n o t  t o  b e  c o n f u s e d  a s
M i c h a e l  S e 1 l  w h o  a t s o  d i e d  i n  1 7 ? 0 .  T h e  o r i g i n a l
e r r o r  a p p e a r e d  i n  " f , h e  N o l , d  F a m i l y  H i s t o r y  i n d
G e n e a l o g i c a l  B a c k g r o u n d , '  b y  M a y  M t t h i s  G r e e n _ W a t _
s o n  i n  1 9 4 1 .  T h i s  e r r o r  w a s  p r o p a g a t e d  i n  " T h e
Z i e g l e r  F a n i l y  a n d  R e l a t e a  f a m i f i e s  i n  p e n n s y l _
v a n i a "  b y c e r t r u d e  M o h l i n  Z i e g t e r  i n  1 9 7 g .  . f i o mt h i s  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e  t h e  e r i o r  v a s  u s e d  i r i  t i r "" D e s c e n d a n t s  o f  J a c o b  y o t h e r s :  B u c k s  C o u n t y ,
P e n n s y k v a n i a , '  b y  R i c h a r d  y o t h e r s  i n  1 9 g 4 .  T h e
p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  t h a t  v e r i f i e s  t h i s  f a c t  i s  t h e
B i b l e  o f  M i c h a e l  S c h e l t  n h o  d i e d  i n  1 7 7 0  ( n o t
t o  b e  c o n f u s e d  v i t h  M i c h  S e l l  w h o  a l s o  d i e d  i n
I 7 7 O . )  T h i s  B i b l e  v a s  g i v e n  a s  a  l e g a c y  t o  M a r y
S c h e 1 l  ( o n l y  d a u g h t e r  o f  M i c h a e l  S c f r e f f )  a n d  w i ? e
o f  H e n r y  S e l l .  T h e i r  y o u n g e s t  c h i l d ,  S u s a n n a ,
n a r r i e d  J a c o b  N o l d t  a  s t e p i o n  o f  B a r b a r a  y o d e r
( w h o  i n  t u r n  w a s  t h e  s i s t e r  o f  C a s p e r  y o d e r  o f
U p p e r  S a u c o n . )  , f a c o b  a n d  S u s a n n a  ( € e f f )  l r l o t a t
t o o k  t h i s  B i b l e  a l o n g  f r o m  U p p e r  S a u c o n  T w p . ,
N o r t h a m p t o n  C o . ,  p A  t o  C o l u m b i i n a  C o . ,  O H .  I t
b e l o n g e d  t o  M r s  H a n n a h  S c h l o t t e r ,  C a I d v e l l ,  N o b l e
C o . ,  O H  i n  1 9 4 1  a n d  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  M r .  J o h n
F .  B e i l h a r t ,  L e e t o n i a ,  C o t u m b i a n a  C o . ,  O H  i n  1 9 g 1 ,
w h e r e  a t  l a t e s t  k n o w l e d g e  i t  r e m a i n s  t o d a v . , ," I  r e a l i z e  t h i s  i s  a  l e n g t h y  c r i t i c i s m  o n  w h a t
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  m i n o r  e r r o r ,  b u t  t h i s  S c h e 1 1 , /
S e l 1  c o n f u s i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  v a s t e  t h e  v a l u a b l e
t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  o f  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h e r s .  A  c l e a r
c o r r e c t i o n  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d ,  a s  f a r  a s  I
k n o v .  I t  m a y  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  s u b s c r i b e r s  o f  t h e
Y o d e r  N e w s l e t t e r .  "
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r * * * * * * + * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * :

( c o n t i n u e  a t  t o p  o f  n e x t  c o l  .  )  3 ,



( f r o m  A B N E R  p a g e  1 )

Very l i t t le  is  known about the church l i fe of  the
"Glades" settlement from where Abner Yoder
moved in 1866 to lowa. One reason, and qui te
l ikely the most important  one,  g iven for  the west-
ward migrat ion of  some of  i ts  fami l ies and i ts
bishop was " the low moral  l i fe of  the young
people. " 2 No records or old letters have so far
been discovered which shed any l ight  on congre-
gat ional  tensions or  Abner Yoder 's tenure as the
set t lement 's  last  b ishop. A few wr i t ten records
do indicate his act iv i ty  e lsewhere.

Dur ing his residency in Somerset  Counrv.
Abner wrote a seven-page preface ('vorwort")

dated July 24,  I  853 to a col lect ion of  admoni tory
wr i t ings cf  a deceased Amish minister .  The 336-
page volume entitled Ermehnungen von George

Jutz i  in Stark County,  Ohio an seine Hinterbl ieb-
enen was publ ished in 1853 by Alexander Stutzman,
a lawyer residing in Somerser, the county seat of
Somerset County.3 The preface, while indicating
Abner's personal piety and intimate knowledge of
the Scr iptures,  g ives no gl impse of  h im in h is
role as leader of the "Glades" congegation. On

the other hand, the minutes of several ministers'
meet ings do show his v iews and indicate the di -
rect ion of  h is leadership,

The "Diener-Versammlungen"
Beginning in I862,  ordained Amish brethren

asembled ( i f  they chose to)  for  s ixteen annual ,
nat ionwide ministers '  meet ings ("Diener-
Versammlungen") in an attempt to unify the faith
and discipline of the various congregations in the
Unlted States and Canada. Abner attended four of
the f i rs t  f ive meet ings -  1862,1863,1865,1866 -

but none of the later ones.
The f i rs t  meet ing was held June 8-12,1862 in

Wayne County, Ohio with seventy-two ordained
Amishmen in attendance. On the second day a
committee of seven bishops was appointed to ex-
amine the office and duties of a full-deacon
("Vdlliger-Armendiener"). The proceedings of
the third day began with singing followed by an
admonition and prayer by Abner Yoder. Appar-
ent ly  he was the chairman of  the specia l ly-
appointed committee, for he gave its opinion to
the assembled brethren, stating:

W€ rscognize ths olfica of doacon as Scriptural and that
it was considsred nec€ssary by th€ Apostles. But we have

bled brethren affirmed by standing that the above-

ment ioned person was s t i l l  under  the  ban.

la te r  dur ing  the  th i rd  day ,  Abner  was aga in

appo in ted  to  a  comnr i t tee  o f  seven b ishops  ( four

be ing  the  sarne  as  had served on  the  prev ious

conr r r i t tec )  to  dec ide  whether  a  b ishop shou ld  be

orda ined fo r  Joseph Augsburger 's  congregat ion

in  But le r  County ,  Oh io .  The minutes  show tha t

Abner  was once more  the  commi t tee 's  spokesman,

s ta t ing  i t s  op in ion  the  fo l low ing  day :

Bocause complaints about the us€ of musical instruments
and olher wordly amussments wer€ being made against lhe
congregationi th€retore, if theso charges aro lru€, we can
not at this time consent to sond someone lo them to ordain
a bishop. But i l  a change lor tho good with lruits ol repen-
tance takes plac€, we shall gladly grant it and shall reioice
as a shopherd rejoices ov€r a sh€ep that was lost and has
been lound again.6

The above statement was found much too harsh

bv  the  But le r  County  min is t ry .  Joseph Augsburger

sa id  tha t  one shou ld  no t  seek  to  cas t  a  dark  l igh t

on  the i r  congregat ion .  Chr is t ian  Ho l ly  sa id  he

wou ld  
"do  

away w i th  the  p iano i f  he  is  shown c lear

proo f  tha t  i t  i s  wrong to  have i t .  
"  Abner  Yoder

d id  no t  hes i ta te  to  fu r ther  exDress  h imse l f .  The

meet ing 's  minu tes  s ta te :

Abn6r Yoder, as pr@t thal musical instrumgnts and othsr
vain amussmonts ar€ wrong, roterred to tiddling and piF
ing before ths Flood, saying that such was found among
the childrsn of msn but not with the children ot God. Thore
was playing b€fore the golden calf; the dancing of the
Jewish King Herod's daughter was the occasion for ths
bsh€ading of John the Baptist; also in the story about the
dead maiden, the Saviour drove oul th€ pipers. We are to
do away with what is an otfense; wo may not eat meat il
someons slse takes otfense al it.7

person is  recovered is  then more  fu l l y  ins t rus ted

i n  t h e  F r i t h .  H e  o h v i o u s l y  w a s  i m p l y r n g  t h a t

those who had been baptized too young need only

be thorough ly  ins t ruc ted .  But  once aga in  the

major i t y  p resent  d id  no t  share  h is  op in ion ,  dec i -
d i n g  t h 3 t  " s u c l r  

J r r s o n s  i n i g h t  h .  . 5 i , i l  h J f i i T c d

i f  they  cou ld  no t  be  se t  a t  res t  by  p rev ious  ser i -

ous  examtnat ions .  
"  9

Dur ing  the  meet ing  on  the  second day ,  Abner

warned aga ins t  members  seek ing  or  serv ing  in
public offices. A lengthy discussion followed re-
garding the different rypes of pubiic office -

f rom townsh ip  and county  to  mi l i ta ry  and po l i t i ca l .

I t  was  unan imous ly  dec ided tha t  "a l l  
o f f i ces  o f

c r im ina l  and mi l i ta ry  and such where  fo rce  is
used are  to  be  regarded as  no t  permiss ib le .  "

On the third and final day of the conference,
Abner  asked,  

"Are  photographs  to  be  premi t ted?"

He then exp la ined h is  oppos i t ion  to  such.  Other

b ishops  expressed the i r  oppos i t ion  as  we l l .  When

the assembly  vo ted  on  the  issue,  the  condemnat ion

of  photographs  was 
"a lmost  

unan imous.  "

Chr is t ian  Ho l ly  f rom But le r  County ,  Oh io ,  how-

ever ,  s ta ted  tha t  he  had 
"no th ing  

aga ins t  such p ic -

tu res .  
"  He was the  same min is te r  who the  pre-

vious year said he would 
'do 

away with the piaro

if he is shown clear proof that it is wrong to have

i t .  
"

Towards evening of the third day, Abner gave

the  f ina l  exhor ta t ion  and sa id  the  f ina l  p rayer

which brought the three-day conference to an end.
La ter  tha t  year  rvhen the  conference minutes  were
pr in ted  in  book le t  fo rm (as  was the  prac t ice  each
year ) ,  h is  name and tha t  o f  Jonathan Yoder  ap-
peared a f te r  the  c los ing  paragraphs  wh icJ t  they
apparently had written. Although Abner had been
chairman of the conference, he had not controlled
i t  w i th  h is  v iews.  I t  wou ld  be  more  near ly  cor rec t

to  say  tha t  Jonathan Yoder  o f  Mc l -ean County ,

I l l i no is  had been in  command.  He and o ther  p ro-

gress ive  or  
"change-minded"  b ishops  had se t  the

meet ing 's  tone and wou ld  cont inue to  do  so

th  roughout  fu tu re  annur  I  con fe  rences .

Abner  Yoc le r  d id  no t  a r tend the  t l i i rd  annua l  min-

m i n i s t e r s '  m e e t i n g  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  J u n e  1 6 - 1 8 , 1 8 6 . 1

I86 '1  a tGoshen,  Ind iana.  He d id  however ,  a t tend

t h e  f o u r t h  m c e t i n g  h e l d  J u n e  5 - 7 , 1 8 6 5  i n  W a v n e

C o u n t v ,  O h i o  w i t h  s i r t v - s i x  o r ( l a i n c ( l  l ) r ' ( , t l ) r . ' n
presc l l t .  The r t r inu tcs  fo r  the  I8 f r5  confc rc r rcc

J  r -e  no t  as  ( l c ta i l c ( l  es  thosc  fo r  p rev ious  l ' r :a rs .
Thc  speak .  rs '  nanres  were  se ldonr  ! { i vcn ,  dnd t l te

subjects discussed only briefly touched upon.

Abner Yoder was one of the few mentioned by

name, for he and two other bishops (Samuel

Yoder  and Jacob Kanagy)  were  commiss ioned to

travel sometime after the conference to the

Amish  congregat ion  in  Fu l ton  County ,  Oh io  to

,  inves t iga te  the  church  prob lems there .  I0
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not  be  car r red  ou t  to  any  advantage un less  by  mu-  As  cha i rman o f  the  conference,  Abner  p reached

tua l  consent .  
"  The meet ing 's  minu tes  then s ta te :  a  number  o f  t imes to  those who remained present

"Af te r  fu r ther  d iscuss ion  among Abner  Yoder ,  wh i le  a  se lec t  commi t tee  o f  b ishops  pr iva te ly
"B ig"  Mose Mi l le r ,  and S,  K .  Be i le r ,  the  confer -  d iscussed prob lems and ser ious  ques t ions .  Some

ence seemed pre t ty  we l I  un i ted  in  the  op in ion  tha t  p rob lems,  however ,  wcre  open ly  d iscussed.  For

shunn ing  was to  be  observed w i thout  respec t  o f  exan lp lc ,  on  thc  second day  thc  s i tua t ion  was pre-

persons ,  except  in  cer ta in  cases  be tween mar -  sen ted  tha t  a  western  congregat ion  had bapt izec l

r iage  par tners  where  more  harm than good wou ld  young peop le  a t  the  ages  o f  10-12  who la te r  as

resu l t .  
"  adu l ts  were  t roub led  in  the i r  consc iences  tha t

The assembly  tha t  day  cons idered severa l  more  they  had been too  young.  The ques t ion  was:  
" l f

cases  concern ing  bann ing  and shunn ing .  When an we cannot  sa t is fy  such peop le  eKcept  by  rebap-

Ohio  b ishop s ta ted  tha t  an  excommunica ted  man t i sm,  can th is  be  done?"

had been taken in to  another  Amish  congregat ion  Abner  Yoder  was the  f i rs t  to  express  h imse l f ,

in  h is  s ta te  a f te r  mak ing  a  confess ion ,  Abner  be ing  hes i tan t  about  the  idea o f  rebapt ism.  Other

Yoder  s ta ted :  
" I  

wou ld  cons ider  the  man as  ye t  o rda ined bre thren  ind ica ted  tha t  rebapt isnr  migh t

under  the  ban,  espec ia l l y  s ince  i t  i s  c la imed be cons idered.  Abner ,  however ,  was  no t  persuad-

tha t  he  mis led  those f rom Canton dece i t fu l l y  in  ed  and gave as  an  example  the  case o f  a  very  s ick

order  to  car ry  ou t  h is  purposes ,  "  The assem-  person who is  somet in les  bapt ized  and when the

ff"i:"""J,lfl",B]]|y::"ry,1lii:iffi'flY"#i:"#ff'; rhe rour davs or discussion were brought to a
reputation and be gitted ri l '  ttre-ioiv spin ana wltn peaceful closing with plans to assemble again the

wisdom. For this reason tho roquiring of a probalionary following year. In reading the minutes of the first
period would be a propor tul"lo.l l ::dr^t]l.9.Il i :11:: narionwide 

,,Diener-Versammlung," 
one cannor

it mrght bo learned with what wisdom and spirit the deacon
is gii led. Lf th€ gitrs or tne xory sprii i  aiJ rdrno in r,t., *e he lp but notice that Abne r Yoder was a prom inent

can not torbid him to preach, as well as lo otficiat€ at com- figure. And his role did not diminish the next
munion and marriag€s, if h€ is ordained to this by the spring when forty-two ordained Amishmen gath_
congregation4 

ered for the second annual meeting May 25-27,

Dur ing  the  th i rd  day 's  sess ion ,  the  ques t ion  1863 a t  Be l lev i l le ,  Pennsy lvan ia .  Abner  was nom-

arOse concerning 
"Meidung" - whether an ex- inated and unanimously elected to serve as chair-

communicated member should be shunned only at man of the entire three-day assembly'

communion or in daily dealings. Abner expressed 
Although Abner Yoder was chairman' that did

h imse l f  in  agreement  w i th  thJcentur ies-o ld  
no t  mean h is  persona l  v lewpo in t  a lways  car r ied '

Amish  teach ing  o f  shunn ing  in  da i l y  a f fa i rs ,  s ta t -  
I  h is  i s  ev idenced by  the  f i rs t  sub jec t  d iscussed

ing: 
"Among 

the Israelites whoever tou.hei . ?:d 
voted on after he became chairman of the

dead person was unclean. who.u"r does not ob- 
1863 meeting' He felt that aftendance at the ses-

serve  the  shunn ing  is  made unc lean by  the  one 
s ions  shou ld  be  l im i ted  to  on ly  members  o f  the

banned. , ,s  
Amish  fa i th  and a lmost  had the  major i t y  per -

Fur ther  concern ing  
"Meidung, "  i t  was  asked by  suaded '  But  e lder iy  B ishop Jonathan Yoder  ( the

one b ishop:  
"How 

is  shunn ing  i 'be  prac t iceO be-  
p rev ious  year 's  cha i rman)  s ta ted :  

"S ince  
we want

tween marriage partners?" 
"Abner 

stated that to do nothing of which we need be ashamed, I

what is natural must give way to what is spiritual. therefore think that the proceedings should be

But  he  soon c la r i f ied  h imse l f ,  sav ins :  
, 'Mar r iaee conducted  in  the  open.  The sav iour  says  le t  your

par rners  a re  nor  to  abs ta in  except  U!  mutua l  " jn -  l igh t  sh ine  be fore  peop le"  ' .  
"8  H is  op in ion  pre-

sent. shunning between marriage partners can vailed with the sessions held publicly'
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The fourth and final time Abner attendeo rhe
arnual ministers' meeting was the following year

when it was held May 20-23, 7866 at Danvers,
Mclean County, Illinois where Jonathan Yoder was
senior bishop. By then Abner was living in Johnson
County, Iowa where he had migrated earlier that
year. The conference attracted a recotd seventy-
five ordained brethren. Abner was yet a highly
respected bishop as the conference minutes testi-
fy. While he was no longer offered the 'driver's

seat" of the meetings, he was appointed to various
committees and on the third day asked to close
that day's meeting wlth an exhortation and prayer.

It is lnteresting to note that the Johnson county,
Iowa conlgegation where Abner Yoder had only
recently located was experiencing a problem and
requested that the annual conference select three
bishops to investigate the matter. Bishops Andrew
Rupp, Christian Rupp, and Jonathan Yoder- all
from Central lll inois- were chosen. The minutes
do not indicate what the situatio-i|was, but another
source shows that the problem revolved around a
I ayriiari, Mo se Kauffm-an, 

- 
who_was 

- 
a c dus ed of f ak:

ing "too large a share of an estate. 
"tl

The Johnson Counry ministr.y was headed by

Jacob Schwartzendruber (i800-1868) who had been
ordained a minister in Waldeck, Germany prior
to his immigration to America in 1833. He settled
in the "Glades" congregation in Sonerset County,
Pennsylvania mtil 1840 (the year Abner Yoder
rnarried) when he moved to Allegany County,
Milryllnd. In l85l rvith hopes of improving the
courtship practices of the young Pcople, Jacob
located in lohnson Courty, Iorva rvhere ayear
latel he was ordained a bishop.l2 His son, Fred-
erick Schrvartzendruber, was ordained a deacon
there in 1851 and advanced to a full-deacon in
1865, just three years before his father's death.

The Schwartzendrubers were not liberal or
"change-minded". 

Jacob, who is said to have been
a "nran of high ideals but very strict and firm, "

wrote a letter to the first "Diener-Versammlung"

in 1E62, stating that he intended to remain faith-
ful to the Eighteen Articles qlFeith 31d y,'ag

opposed to all "innovations. "l3 He attended only
the 186{ meet ing.  Freder ick was present at  the
186'1,  1865, i866 meet ings but  none of  the ten held
af ter  that  date.  Abner Yoder,  who obviously
agreed with his new co-ministers in Iowa, also
aftended no meetings after 1866. Thus, the John-
son County ministry withdrew from the "Diener-

Versammlungen" which rvere firmly under the
control of the 

"change-minded" 
bishops who were

building meetinghouses md eventually formed
three regional Amish-Mennonite conferences
which later uited with the (Old) Mennonite
Church.

Lovely Fraktur Penmanship

her prayerbook, Die Ern srhaf te Christenpfl i cht -
He also did a similiar, but rndated one, for his
daughter, "Barbara 

Joder, 
" inside the cover of

her prayerbook, (Susarura was born in 1843 and
Barbara in 1845. )

The nicest examples of his Frakrlr penrnarship
are the alphabet sheets which he made for
acquaintances. Using several colors of ink, he
both printed and wtrote the capital and lower case
letters of t}Ie German alphabet, One tvhich he
made on January 23, 1879 is in the Mennonite
Archives at Kalona, Iowa; while another dated
February 10, 1883 was found in McPherson
Counfy, Kansas. A thlrd(shown elsewhere with
this article) was found stored inside a German
Bible at Arthur, Illinois. On the reverse of that
sheet of paper he drew the outline of a rectangle
usirrg red ink and double lines. Inside the rectan-
gle he wrote with lovely English handwriting:

praise ye the Lord
From alt who dwell below the skies
Lel lhe creators praise arise
Let the Redeemers name be suno' 
Through every land by every tongiue
Etornal are thy mercies Lord
Eternal  t ru lh at tends thv word
Thy prarse shall sound irom shore to shore'Till suns shall rise and set no more

Also stored inside the Bible was a sheet of paper
measuring only 3 7/4 x 4 inches. On one side is a
rectangle drawn with double lines in red ink and
the saying: "My 

face you here may never see/ If
you're a Christian pray for me/ ln grace and
kno'wledge let us grow/ In piety our likeness show/

Abner Yoder. 
" On the other side also within red,

doub le  l ines  is  h is  name,  address ,  da te(Aug.  21 ,

1882) and the words: 
'The grass is green/ the

rose is red/ My name is here when I am dead. 
"

And so, indeed, it is. Abner Yoder died less than

a year and a half later on December 12, 1883.

The following death notice appeared in both the

German and English editions 6f Her:rlr l qf Trrrth

in the February l, 1884 issue:

YOOER-On Dec. 1ah, near Sharon C€nter, Johnson Co..
lowa, of cancer, Bishop Abner Yod6r, aged 69 ysars, I
monlhs, and 14 days. H€ was sorely atllictod, yat he en-
dursd his sutlering with Christian resignation. Buried on tho
13th when a larg€ concourss ot sympathizing ndghboF ild
frionds w€rg present. Fun€ral sorvices wsr€ conductgd by
C. Miller and F. Swartzsndrubar.

Footnotgs:

1. Beachy, Alvin J., "TheAmish SetilomEnt in Soms&t Countv. pen-
nsytvania," t lnnontt! Ournaily Rsvtcw, Oct. 1954, p.266.

2. Sh6tler, Sanlord G., Two Clnturtr! ol Struggl. md crcwth,
176$1963, D. 324.

3. Hosteflor, Harygy, Dclcandrnt! of Blrbln Hochltcdlcnnd
Chrlrlhn Sluumrn, 1938, No. 10684, p.716.

4. Schlabach, John Y., Scgcblnh.lton In dor Amtrchc Gcmrhdc
von 1850 bls 1898, D. 9.

5. lbld., p. 10.
6. lbld., p. 13.
7. lbld., p. 14.
8 .  lb ld . ,  D .27 .
9 .  lb ld . .  o .30 .

10. Vo.handlungrn do. vtsnan Fhiltch.n Olrncr-Vanmmlung,
1865. o. 6.

11. Ging€rich, Metvin, The ltanoonltcr ln lowr, i939, p. i3O.
12.  lb ld . .  o .  r21 .
13. lbld.. p. 127.

Abner Yoder, besides being a well-thought-of
bishop, was also a gifted penman. Samples of his
beautiful Frakur penmanship have been found in
various states, The term "Fraktur" is derived
from the Latin word "fractura" which means "a

breaking. " When a bone is 
'Tractured. " it results

in a pointed or jagged edge. Since the alphabet
used in old Germal ald English typeface has

sharp peaks, it is called 
"Fraktur," as is the pen-

manship done in imitation of it.
The oldest so-far-discovered piece of Fraktur

which Abner did bears the date "1866" which hap-
pens to be the year he and his family migrated
from Pennsylvania to lowa. Using merely a lead
pencil he printed his daughter's name, "Susalna

Joder, 
" (using the German spelling of the sur- C

name) ir large Fraktur letters inside the front of s,

Pictursd above ls a "Schiinschrlft" ("pretty wrlt lng") measurlng 6 r 7!4 Inches whlch Abner Yoder made
and slgned on January 24,1882. Done In red, vlolot, and black Ink, lt ls ths German atphabet showlng
bolh the printed 8nd wrll len capltal and lower-ca3e lotters. Wlih tlme lt has somewhat fadod. Also the
handwrltlng on lhe back of ths theot aomswhat shows lhrough to the front 8lde. lt apparently was o glft
presented lo Samuel J. Bsachy (1825-1921) who llved al the tlmo ll was mads In lhe "Casslgman Rlver"
setl lement v{hlch slretches trom 30uth6rn Somorsel County, PennSylvrnla acroaa Into Garrett Counly,
Maryland. He Btoted lhls lovely pleco In hls largo German Blble and look lt wllh hlm when he mlgrsted
ln 1894 lo Mldland, Vltglnla and In lg00 lo Arlhur, llllnola whsrc lt ws purchssed lrom a great{randdaughter
In 1988 for Herltage Hblorlcsl Llbrary, Aylmer, Ontarlo.



( f r o n  p .  1 - y o d e r s  i n  C o n f e d e r a c y )
Some o f  these so ld ie rs  a re  ident i f iab le  as  be ing

descendants  o f  Conrad yoder  o f  Nor th  Caro l ina .Thes6
are  f lagged w i th  a  code wh ich  t inks  to  the i r
ident i t y  on  the  descendant  l i s t  a t  the  end o f  th is
ar t i c le .  Others ,  o f  the  yo ther  spe l l ing ,  a re  f ro ln
the  fan i l y  we h igh l igh ted  in  yNL #L l -  a i  specu la t i ve
descendants  o f  Conrads ,  youngest  son  adan.  For  each
of  these ind iv idua ls ,  there  is  some ex ten t  o f
mi l i ta ry  record  on  f i le  w i th  the  federa l  a rch ives .
We have not as of this t ime reviewed the
documentation for each veteran, but certainly this
rna ter ie l  w i l l  he lp  conf i rm the i r  iden t i t ies . -

name unit ranks/ID
A. i l . yeoder  co  c ,s t - f ; : rex  cav  pr iva te-con37L

a lso  f i led  Yoder
A.A.Yoder  Co K,35 th  NC In f  p r iva te-Con l_36
A . A . Y o d e r  C o  D , M a l l e t r s  B t n  p r i v a t e
Ado lphus  Yoder  Co C,2nd NC Jr  Res pr iva te

S i d n e y  Y e o d e r  C o . D , 1 s t  N c  f n f

T . J .  Y e o t h e r  C o  E , 6 5 t h  c a  f n f
o r ig .  f i l ed  as  Traverse  yo ther

Wi l l ia rn  p .yoder  Co(corc )  39 th  TN Mtd

private/Sgt
? C o n 3 a 1

pr lva te

f n f
p r iva te-Con3 9  I

In f  p r iva te

A1f red  M.  Yoder  Co

A . R .  Y o d e r  C o

George M Yoder  Co F ,38 th  NC In f
a l s o  l i s t e d  c e o . W .

Henry  F .  Yoder  Co B,Bth  Btn

-?Cont_ t -8
C.  Yoder  Co D,Mal l_e t ,s  B tn  p r iva te
Ca lv in  Yoder  Co D,36th  VA In f  p r iva te-Con392
Cyrus Yoder Unasgnd Cnscrpts NC private-Con142

a lso  f i led  Yoders
D.  Yoder  Co K,5 th  Miss  Cav pr iva te
D.  Yoder  Co c ,18 th  Miss  Cav pr iva te
D.A.  Yoder  Co A,1o th  Tex  Cav pr iva te-Con373
Dav id  Yoder  Co I (? ) ,11- th  Bethe l  p r iva te

- ? C o n 3 7 8
Dav id  Yothers  Co B,16 th  Btn  ca  Cav pr iva te
Dav id  J .Yothers  Co F ,11 th  Ga In f  rnus ic ian
E Yother Co D, 16th Btn ca Cav private
Ephrairn Yother Co F,19th TN Inf private
Frank  Yoder  Co K,8 th  Mo In f  p r j . va te

-?Con l -57or  ?Con397

- ? C o n 3 7 9
F - B , 2 3 r d  N C  I n f  p r i v a t e - C o n 3 7 1

d ied  in  War
D,Mal le t ,s  B tn  rnus ic ian

private/2dLt
-Con14 L

private

Wi l l ian  Yeother  Co.  c ,  38 th  TN
or ig ina l l y  f i l ed  as  yo ther

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r

rhe forrowi"q ""tli;?;':J":J;JJ.jfJ.JJ":J":fJ; Ti 
*. *

those suspected or known Conrad yoder descendants
whose narnes appeared in the 1ist ing above. Any
readers who can add to the information portray6a
are  most  cord ia l l y  inv i ted  to  do  so .  Us ing  th !
family chart infoirnation which ipfear"a in the yNL
#Ll- art icle on the yother farni lyl  you may be able
to speculate on the identi ty of thl other
Confedera te  so ld ie rs  l i s ted .  A  p lus  s ign  r+n
ident i f ies  ind iv idua ls  in  th is  ou t l ine-whose names
nay be  on  the  l i s t ing  o f  so ld ie rs .  Each numer ic
d iq i t  represents  ano€her  genera t ion  f rom Conrad,
and the number represents the order of birth wil fr in
tha t  fa rn i l y  g roup ( ra r r  represents  LOth) .

Con-  Conrad yoder  b .  ca  l -730 d .  Apr /May t -Z9O NC
ConL-  John (  l_764- l_835)  rn .  Mary  neep

C o n l l -  J o h n  ( 1 7 9 5 - L 8 7 0 )  m .  S a r a h  W h i t e n e r
+ConLLt - -  John AbeI  (1818-d .  Bat t le  o f  Br is to r , , r

Springs VA) m. Lizzie Jarrett
+Con l , l_12-  Marcus  (ca t -841, -d .  C iv  War)
+con1 l_ t -3 -  Rober t  (ca l -845-d .  c iv  war )

n2  Ena l ine  ReeD
+ C o n l - 3 2 -  M o s e s  E  ( 1 8 3 0 - l _ 9 f i 1  r n .  S a r a h  W a r d
+ C o n L 3 3 -  M a r c u s  ( t _ 8 3 3 - L 8 8 0 )  m .  M a r t h a  S e i t z

+Con136-  Anz i  ( t -844 - i ,924)  m.  A ld ine  Mi l le r
Con14-  Michae l  (L799- I874)  rn .  po l l y  D ie tz
+ConL41- ceorge M. (L926-L92O) rnl Rebecca Herman

m 2 .  E l i z a  y o d e r
+ConI42-  Cyrus  (1829-1965)  n .  E I iz .Leonard

d.  a  POW at  Camp Doug las ,  Ch icago, I l
Con15-  Peter  (L8O5-L870)  rn1_ Rache l  Hahn

m2. Martha Covington
+ C o n l - 5 3 -  J o h n  S i d n e y  ( 1 8 3 7 - ? )

+ C o n 1 5 6 -  N e w t o n  ( 1 8 4 3 -  ? )
+ C o n 1 5 7 -  F r a n k l i n  ( 1 8 4 6 -  ?  )

C o n 3 - D a v i d  ( I 7 7 O - L 8 6 4 )  n .  E I i z .  R e e p
C o n 3 7 -  S o l o m o n  ( 1 8 0 5 - 1 8 5 4 )  m .  S a r a h  S e i g l e
+ C o n 3 7 1 r  A l f r e d  M .  ( t _ 8 3 3 - t - 8 6 2 )

d ied  Bat t le  o f  Cor in th ,  Miss .
+ C o n 3 7 3 -  D a n i e l  A .  ( L 9 3 4 - L 9 2 7 )  r n l -  E l l e n

Fu lbr igh t  m2.  Mary  McCas l in
+ C o n 3 7 7 -  J o h n  E .  ( L 8 4 2 - l _ 9 2 7 )  n .  _  H e f f n e r
+Con378-  Dav id  ( I844- I9LL)  m1 Mary  Hoke

n2 ca th .  Sa ine
+Con379-  Ado lphus  ( l_846- t -926)
C o n 3 9 -  E l i  ( l " g t o - t g 9 t )  m t _  S a r a h  D e t c e r

n2 EI iz .  Vaughn
+ C o n 3 9 l - -  W i l l i a m  P .  ( r ' p i n k n e y n )  ( 1 8 3 5 -  C i v  W a r )

n .Po l ly  caby  ,K i I led  by  bushwacker
+Con392-  Ca lv j -n  A .  (c l -837-  ? )  rn .  Sarah Fu lb r igh t
+ C o n 3 9 3 -  H e n r y  M . ( M a r t i n )  ( c 1 " 8 3 9 -  ?  )  m .  E l i z . _
+ C o n 3 9 4 -  M a r c u s  ( M a t h e w  V . ) -  ( c l - g 4 L -  ? )  m . M i s s  S n e e d
+Con397-  Frank l in  Andrew (c Ia47-  ?  )  rn  Mary  Browning
Con3a-Andrew (  181-2- l -900)  n .  Anna K is t le r
+ C o n 3 a l , -  S i d n e y  ( c L 8 3 7 -  ?  ) r n .  E l i z a  R e e p
+ C o n 3 a 2 -  J a c o b  ( t - 8 3 8 - t _ 9 7 4 )  r n . t w i c e ,  n o  i s s u e
+ C o n 3 a 4 -  H e n r y  ( c L 8 4 2 - L 8 9 6 )  s i n g l e

!  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  r ,  *  *  *  *  * t  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

- ? C o n 3 a 4
H . F . Y o d e r  C o  c , 3 2 d  N C  f n f  p r i v a t e

a l s o  f i l e d  a s  H . p . y o d e r
Jacob M.  Yoder  Co E,32d NC In f  p r iva te-Con3a2

ref .  on card to Co D l-2th Mo Inf
John F .  Yoder  Co E,34 th  NC In f  pv t l sg t
Jackson Yother  Co G,8 th  B tn  ca  In f  p r iva te
Je f fe rson Yother  Co B,  L6 th  Bn Ga Cav corpora l
John Yother Co D Cherokee Leg.Ga private

a lso  f i led  Youther
John Yother  Co F ,19 th  TN In f  p r iva te
John D.  Yother  Co - ,Lg th  Ga fn f  p r iva te
John W.  Yother  Co F , l " l - th  Ga In f  p r iva te
Mar ion  Yeother  Co E,65 th  Ga In f  p r iva te

or ig ina l l y  f i l ed  as  Yother
Mar ion  Yeother  Co E,56 th  Ga In f  p r iva te
M.  Yoder  Co K,35 th  NC In f  p r iva te-Con l33
M.  Yoder  Co D,Mal le t ' s  B tn  p r iva te
M.A.  Yoder  Co F-B 23d NC In f  p r iva te

or ig ina l l y  f i l ed  as  A l f red  M.  -?Cont - t - i ,2
Marcus  Yoder  Co K,F ,S 45 th  NC In f  d rummer /musc .
Marcus  A Yoder  Capt .  Bar ry ,s  Co pr iva te

a l s o  M . N .  T N  L i g h t  I n f  - ? C o n 3 9 4
Mar t in  Yoder  2  Co D,36th  Va In f  p r iva te-Con393
Moses E.  Yoder  Co K,35 th  NC In f  p r iva te-Con132

or ig ina l l y  f i l ed  as  M.
Newton Yoder  Co D,12th  Mo In f  p r iva te-ConJ_56
R.  Yoder  Co K,35 th  NC In f  p r iva te-Con l3J-

same as Reuben
Rober t  J  Yoder  Co F ,23d NC In f  p r iva te

-Con1 l , l ,3
Rober t  L  Yoder  Co F ,23d NC In f

same as  Rober t  J .
p r i va te -  I t L,
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4- Faith and Llfe press
( ( f  ) )  7 t8  Ma ln  St ree t .  Box347
\\!4/ Nervton, KS 671 r4-o342

( p l e a s e  a d d  $ 1 . 5 0  f o r  s h i p p i n g
a n d  h a n d l i n g .  M u l t i p l e  o r d e r s
a d d  1 0 % .  K a n s a s  c u s t o m e r s  a d d
9 %  s a l e s  t a x .  )

MAST FAMILY HISTORY BOOK

C .  Z .  m a s t ' s  1 9 1 1  M A S T  F A M I L Y  H I S T O R I  i s
b e i n g  r e p r i n t e d .  I t  i s  8 2 5  p p . ,  h a r d  c o v e r ,
6 7  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  i n d e x ,  6 "  x  9 "  i n  s i z e .
T h i s  s t a r t s  f r o m  t h e  M a s t  i m m i g r a n t s .  M a n y
Y o d e r s  h a v e  t h e  M a s t s  i n  t h e i r  l i n e a g e  a n d
t h i s  i s  a  g o o d  b o o k  t o  h a v e  a s  r e f e r e n c e .

A  p r e p u b l i c a t i o n  p r i c e  i s  $ 3 0 . 0 0  p l u s
$ 3 . 0 0  s h i p p i n s  ( $ 3 3 . 0 0 ) .  A f t e r  A p r i l  1 5 ,
1 9 8 9  t h e  p r i c e  w i l l  b e  $ 5 . 0 0  h i g h e r  ( $ 3 5 . 0 0 ) .

O r d e r  f r o m :  M e n n o n i t e  F a m i l y  H i s t o r y
P .  o .  B o x  1 7 1
E l v e r s o n  P A  1 9 5 2 0 - 0 1 7 1

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * d

J O D E R

S T E F ' F t S B U R C

SCHLIFFJO{EIBE
DE5 HANS J .

417 4

Ausgabedatu m: 43.'l ').,] 4

H a n s  J o d e r  o f  S t e f f i s b u r g ,  S t r i t z e r l a n d ,  a s
i n  t h e  s t a t e a r c h i v e s  i n  B e r n .  1 7 7 4

' l 'he Yoder flnrlly has cornc a long way ovcr ilrc
gcrrcrat lo l ls .  Gcograpl l lcal ly  1 'ed yodcr 's  fatr r i ly
I rave lcd f ronr l iuro l )e to lcnnsylvarr ta to Ohio
to lowa to Mlssour l  to Ar l ( . tnsas and back to
Mlssour l .  Sip l r l tual ly  thc Yodcrs havc also
Journeyed far .  Af tcr  gcncrat lons of  bclng
Anr lsh ( l re Yo<lers becanre Mcnnol l l te .  thc l l
Me t l r od l s t ,  t hen  agah )  Me r l l ) on l t e .

Danlc l  Yoder,  Ted's grandfather,  had bcen a
preacher l l I r  t l le  Menlronl te church.  A disagrce-
rnent  over a nruslcal  lnstruntent  caused Danlel
to leave hts beloved Mennonl te church.  taklng
hls famt ly wl th h lm. Danlel  becanre a
Mcthocj ls t  prcachcr.

hr  aclo lcscencc Tcd Yoder begarr  to l -cc l  the
pangs o[splr i tual  longing.  Anrong t l )c  IUcn-
r)onl i .cs ' fed found rrot  only h ls splr l ( r r i r l  hontc
but  I l ts  splr t tual  roots as rvcl l .

'I 'hc \bcler Oulsi.Icrs ls the story of 'fed Yodcr's
fanr l ly .  I t  ls  a r lch story of  personal  and farnt ly
pl lgr l r lage sct  t r r  t l re ear ly t rvent let l l  cc l t tury
rural  rn1( lwcst .

Janres D. Yoder ls  a psychologlst  l lvhg ln
Kansas Clty, Ivltssourt. 71le Yd,er Outsrders ts
hls flrst rrovel.

E v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  e n j o Y  r e a d i n g

t h i s  b o o k  a n d  w i l l  f i n d  i t  w o r t h -
Fa l t h  and  L t f e  P ress  wh i l e .
7  tB  Ma ln  S t ree l ,  Box  347
Newton ,  KS  671  t 4_0347  IS t IN  0 -87303  133 -4 ,  papc r , 2OB pagcs .  $9 .95  t l  S

ONE OF OUR YODERS

o n  S u n d a y ,  O c t .  2 3 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  N a n c y  M .  S m u c k e r '  d a u g h t e r  o f
D a v i d  B .  a n d  S a r a h  E .  Y o d e r  ( b o t h  Y o d e r s ) ,  w a s  h o n o r e d  b y
c e l e b r a t i n g  h e r  1 0 0 t h  b i r t h d , ) y .  S h e  w a s  h o n o r e d  o n  S a t u r d a y
O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  t t i L h  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  c l o s e  r e l a t i v e s '  s i s t e r s
G o l d a  P l a n k , 9 8 ,  E d n a  N e e r , 9 4 ,  F a n n i e  H o o l e y '  9 1  a n d  c l a r a
H o s t e t l e r ,  B B ,  a l o n g  v i t h  f i r s t  c o u s i n s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  g r a n d -
c h i l d r e n  a n d  g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  H e r  c h i l d r e n  C a r ' 3 1 i n e ,
G o 1 d a ,  R u b y  a n d  S h i r l e y  w e r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  H e r  s o n ,  w i l -
b e r t  S m u c k e r  d i e d  J a n u a r y  4 ,  1 9 8 5 .

Her  p ic tu re  appeqred on  the  NBC Today Show on her  b i r th -
d a y .  S h e  i s  p i c t u r e d  b e l o w .

T h e  a u t h o r ,  J a m e s  D .  Y o d e r  v a s  b o r n

S e p t .  9 ,  1 9 2 9  i n  X a n s a s  C i t Y  M O ,  b u t

g r e w  u p  o n  a  f a r m  n e a r  H a r r i s o n v i l l e '

A s  a  Y o u t h  h e  t a u g h t f o r  f i v e  Y e a r s

a t  C l e a r f o r k  S c h o o l  i n  t h e  M e n n o n i t e

c o m m u n i  t Y .
H e  h o l d s  d e g r e e s  f r o m  G c s h e n  C o l -

1 e g e ,  G o s h e n  B i b i c a l  S e m i n a r : Y  a . n d

q t J a n u t "  d e g r e e s  f r o m  C e n t r a l  M i s -

s n i  S t a t e  U .  a n d  a  P h .  D .  f r o m  t h e

U .  o f  M i s s o u r i .
H e  s e r v e d  a s  P a s t o r  o f  t h e  S Y c -

a m o r e  G r o v e  M e n n o n i t e  C h u r c h  f r o m

1  9 5 5 -  I  9 5 9  .
H e  t a u g h t  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  o f  K a n -

sas  C i t yCMSU and  UMKC vhe re  he  se rv -

e d  a s  c o u n s e l i n g  P s Y c h o l o g i s t  a n d

g r a d u a t e  p r o f e s s o r .  H i s  l e c t u r e s

h a v e  t a k e n  h i m  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t Y  c

Regenbu rg ,  Ge rmany  and  t he  Un i ve r

i t y  o f  T o r o n t o .
D r .  Y o d e r  l e c t u r e s  t o  g r o u P s  o t r

s p i r i t u a l  a s p e c t s  o f  g r o w t h  a n d  t

s e a r c h  f o r  m e a n i n g '  T h e  Y o d e r

O u t s i d e r s  i s  h i s  f i r s t  n o v e l '  H r

h a s  w r i t t e n  a  P r o f e s s i o n a l  b o o k

C o u n s e l i n q  f o r  L i f e . a } d  M e a n i n q

w h i c h  i s  Y e t  u n P u b l i s h e d .

/a,4arl

A copy  o f
r e g  i  s t e  r e d 7,

F , . - * -
Send order to:

@
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AN EARLY AMISH LETTER

/ r  i + 6 r a l  l - - a n s l - a t i o n  b y  D r .  M a r i a  S .  F r i e s e n ,
B J - u f f t o n ,  O h r o )

' rA  f r iend ly  g ree t ing  to  you JACoB JoDTER and a l l
your  own and the  Grace o f  God be  w i th  you and we are
le t t ing  you know tha t  we are  a l - l  s t i l l  we l l  so  long
as  God w i l l - s  and we w ish  you wou ld  be  rn ind fu l  o f  us
in  your  p rayers  we are  a l -so  we l l  as  much as  God
g j -ves  s t rength  and we w ish  tha t  th is  fe t te r  w1 l f
a lso  f ind  you tha t  way  we hope tha t  maybe we w i l - l
no t  see  you in  th is  wou ld  aga in  bu t  we know tha t  we
can meet  in  the  nex t  wor ld  where  l i fe  i s  w i thout
death  and l igh t  w i thout  darkness  tha t  we w ish  f rom
the bottorn of our heart God comfort you every hour
fa r ther  I  donr t  know much to  wr i te  be  hear t i l y
g ree ted  aga in  and aLso the  Swiss  Bre thren  and
i is te rs  who were  w i th  us  we w ish  you the  bes t  fo r
son l  and body  and we w ish  tha t  you  wou ld  a t  your
f i rs t  oppor tun i ty  a lso  wr i te  a  le t te r

So much f rom us  Johannes and Chr is t ian  Ummel  and
nv  dauqhter rs  husband JOHANNES JODTER

w r i t t e n  o n  t h e  2 6 t h  A p r i l  1 8 1 9 t '

Who were  the  par t ies  in  th is  l -e t te r?  A  key  c lue
is  the  s ta tement  " rny  daughter rs  husband Johannes
Jodter i l  and  another  i s  the  da te .  A f te r  care fu l
ana lys is  we are  ab le  to  ident i f y  the  fo t low ing
n r o b a b l e  p a r t i e s  ( u s i n q  t h e  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n
bodes f ro i r  amish  dnd Aqrsh  Mennon i te  Genea l  by
G i n g e r i c h a f f i- C h r i , s t i a n  

U n b l - e  ( U m n e I )  ( U M )  ( b . 1 7 4 9 - d .  1 8 2 1
L a n c a s t e r  C o . , P A ) .  C h r i s t i a n  U m b l e  i s  r e p o r t e d  a s
an orphan who came to  Amer ica  w i th  the  Hans ( r 'Dr .
H a n s t ' )  B l a n k  ( P K B + )  f a m i l y .  H a n s  B l a n k r s  d a u g h t e r
Barbara  was or ig ina l l y  mar r ied  to  Joseph Gerber
( c B 2 + ? )  a n d  b y  h i m  h a d  d a u g h t e r s  M a r y  ( 1 7 6 9 - 1 8 6 3 )
and Barbara  Gerber .  Joseph d ied  sonet i rne  a f te r  1769
and in  1781 Barbara  had the  f i rs t  o f  th ree  ch i fd ren
by  her  second husband Chr is t ian  Umble .

Mary  cerber  (Chr is t ian  Unb le 's  s tepdaughter )
n a r r i e d  J o h n  Y o d e r  ( Y R 1 4 3 \ . ,  a  s o n  o f  r r S t r o n g  J a c o b I
Yoder .  A t  the  t ime o f  th ig  le t te r ,  Chr is t ian  Umble
!^Jou ld  have been about  69  years  o l -d .  He and h is
o ldes t  son  John Unb le  (UUL)  and h is  son- in - law John
Yoder  a l l  l i ved  in  Lancas ter  county .

Now,  as  fa r  as  the  addressee Jacob Yoder  i s
concerned,  John Yoder  (YR143)  d id  have a  bro ther
J a c o b  ( Y R 1 4 2 )  w h o  a l s o  h a d  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e
Blank  fa rn i l y ,  as  he  mar r ied  Barbarars  youngest
s i s t e r  C h r i s t i n a  B l a n k  ( P K B 6 ) .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  o u r
t h e o r i z i n g ,  h e  a l s o  l i v e d  i n  L a n c a s t e r  c o u n t y .

I t  wou ld  appear  tha t  f rom the  word ing  o f  the
le t te r .  Chr is t ian  Unb le  was the  ac tua l  wr i te r  o f  the
le t te r .  I t  wou ld  a lso  seem tha t  he  was address ing
someone who had moved sorne  d is tance,  and who is
l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c l o s e  t o  h i s  o w n  g e n e r a t i o n  .  .  .
someone who he  t rcan  meet  in  the  nex t  wor l -d r r ,  and ye t
someone w i th  whon he  shared a  common pas t  r rand a lso
the  Swiss  Bre thren  and s is te rs .  who were  w i th  usu .

H a n s  B l a n k  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  l i v e d  o r i g i n a l ] y  i n
Berks  county ,  Pa and moved to  Lancas ter  county  ln
I '769 .  Reasonab ly  mature  Jacob Yoders  as  o f  1819
i n c l u d e  a  c o u p l e  i n  M i f f l i n  C o u n t y  ( n o t  r e a l I Y  t h a t
d is tan t  a  journey  f rom Lancas ter ) ,  and a  coup le  in
Somerset  County  (a  longer  t r ip  over  the  mounta ins) .

M i f f l i n -  Y R 2 5 3  b . L 7 6 3  m . C a t h e r i n e  B l - a n k
(gdau.o f  Hans B l -ank)
Y R 1 6 2  b . 1 7 6 2  m .  B a r b a r a  H o o l - e y

S o m e r s e t -  Y R 2 3 4  b . 1 7 6 0  n l  E l - i z . Y o d e r
m2 Barbara  Wenger

Y R 1 2 1  b . c L 7 4 5  m .  V e r o n i c a  H o c h s t e t l e r

Both of the Sornerset Yoders l ived in Berks
county at the same t ime i t  would seem the Blanks and
Chr is t ian  Urnb le  d id .  YR253,  a l though born  in  Berks ,
d id  l i ve  in  Lancas ter  fo r  a  t ine  be fore  se t t l ing  in
M i f f l i n  C o u n t y  b y  L 7 9 7 .  U n l i k e  t h e  s e n d e r s  o f  t h i s
l e t t e r  ( w h o  s e e m  r a t h e r  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e ) ,  t h e
a d d r e s s e e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  n e r e L y  s p e c u f a t i o n s .
Poss ib ly  one o f  our  readers  w i l l  be  ab le  to  te l l  us
sorneth ing  o f  the  source  o f  th is  ear ly  Yoder - re la ted
I e t t e r  a n d  p i n p o i n t  a  p r o v e n  r e c i p i e n t ?

* * * * * * * * * * * f* * f* * * * * * * f,'* * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t
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Shipshe Centennial Logo
SHIPSHEWANA, Ind. - Rob Yoder, 16, Topeka, a Sestview

Itigh School art student, drew this logo that has b€en select€d for
thC Shipshewana Centennial Jubilee celebratlon' Yoder's loSo was
the winner in a centennial comnittee contest. The logo wlll be used
on various printed materiels and souvenlrs throughout 1980 !o
celebrate Shipshewana's 100th anniversary.

Dr. Don Yoder has infonred tre that he rril1 [;rr;e an

interesting article for all of us in our next YNL +14'

9H" i "  f i r led wi th ear ly Yoder lore and we should al l
91ook forward to this r,rith slavering anticipation !

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ABOUT LETTERS FROM JODERS IN  FRANCE

Just before Chrj.stmas I received a letter from a young ran,

Jean. loder,  of  St .  Diz ier ,  France.  I  sent  h im a letLer ask-

ing tLnt he might consider 
'neing 

a correspondent to the YNL.

His second letler infornred me that he was getting ready to

nlove to Tours and I've since not heard directl'y from him.

ShorLly after a letter care fron a young 1ady, Annaloderr

vho rras a cousin to Jean. She is in her last year of high

school and trill be preparing to enter higher education. She

wishes to visit the United States in order lo be more con-

versant in English. 1 infornred her that she could stay with

us, but that it might be more \aluable for her if she could
smnd  he r  t i ne  he re  w i t l '  a  Yode r  f am i ' l v  who 'a , ( '  a  young

riay to be her companion during her nonth's stay in the

Uni ted States.  we are }" i l l ing for  her to be our guest--

bu! if there is anyone out there who ltould want to share

her presence--vrite at once to ne. She will probably plan

to arr ive in Chicago as she stated.

fhe yor.rng nan Jean mentioned that he vas the son of

Rene Joder, vho was born in RoLrrback les Birche. Rene

uas Lhe son of Lucien, b. 1896 in the sarne town. Lucien

had lLfee sons (Rene' ,  Marcet  and Maur ice) who al l  1 j .ve

in NoncourL, France. Jean lr€ntioned that there are guite

a number of \toders in his line, tncsl of whom live in

Lorraine. He further mentioned that a great-uncle Paul

Joder was inlerested in genealogy and lhat much inform-

ation could be gotten fron hin.

In a recent letter from Anne, she infornred Ir€ after I

had requesLed .Tean's new address that he r.ras not settled

as yet. I have received no vord from Jean as of this

w r i t i ng .

l€t us hope that there vill be some interesting nevs

from France by our next Oclober's newsletter.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

DON'T  FORGET TO RESUBSCRIBE


